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EVERGLADES BASSMASTERS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

Article I - Name and Purpose 
 

Section 1: Name 
 

This chapter shall be known as the Everglades Bassmasters of South Florida. 

Section 2: Purpose 

The purpose and reason for this chapter is to stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport, to offer conservation 
departments an organized moral and political support. We will promote full adherence to conservation codes and regulatory standards; 
and will report any detected polluter calling public attention to their offense. In addition, we will strive to improve our skills as bass 
anglers through a fellowship of friendly exchange of expert bass catching techniques and ideas, and to encourage youth fishing and a 
love for this wholesome recreation. As a club, we will try to function as a dynamic and effective link with other clubs and organizations 
embracing the principles and purposes of conservation. 

 
Article II – Membership 

 
Section 1: Number of Members 

 

Membership is an authorized maximum of fifty (50) members. A “Candidate for Membership” list will be established and maintained 
by the secretary, whereby candidates will be reviewed in a chronological sequence based upon their date of application for 
membership. Such individuals shall be considered at regular club meetings only when the roll of active members is reduced to less than 
fifty (50). 

 
Section 2: Requirements for Membership 

 

To be eligible to become a member of the Everglades Bassmasters of South Florida, the candidate must: 
 

A. Be recommended by a current member in a regular monthly meeting and voted upon at a succeeding meeting. 
B. Must be sixteen (16) years of age or older. 
C. Voluntarily express a genuine interest in bass fishing and club membership. 
D. Acceptance will have the consideration of the Executive Committee to maintain at least 60% majority of boat owner members. 
E. Will be voted on by the membership at which time the President shall notify the applicant of his membership. 
F. After having met the preceding requirements, the prospective new member shall have his membership application and dues in 

order at the meeting. A majority vote shall serve to admit a new member. 
G. Pay the treasurer an initiation ($45.00), annual dues ($80.00 or $40.00) and lunker fund fees ($20.00). 
H. New members will be awarded a membership package. (When available, this includes a shirt, bylaws and tournament rules). 

Section 3: Membership Dues 

Membership dues shall be paid as outlined in this schedule: 
 

A. Annual dues to the Everglades Bassmasters of South Florida will be $80.00; and there is a $20.00 fee for the Grand Lunker fund.  
A total of $100.00 is payable at the November meeting for the forthcoming year.  All NEW members shall pay an initiation fee of 
$45.00. For NEW members who join in June to October the first annual dues payment will be reduced to $40.00.  Annual dues and 
reinstatement fees shall be waived for any life member (10+ years of club membership). 

B. All dues shall be paid to the treasurer who will be responsible for keeping records thereof. 
C. Any member who has paid dues for ten (10) consecutive years is considered a life member and shall be relieved of paying any 

additional annual dues. This shall not include the Grand Lunker Fee of $20.00, which must be paid prior to the first tournament 
fished. Date of club entry shall determine number of years of full year’s membership dues paid. 
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Section 4: Inactive Members 
 

A. Failure of a member to participate in three (3) consecutive tournaments will result in that member being placed on an Inactive 
Members List. 

B. When a member is placed on the Inactive Members List, that member will not be given priority in the monthly tournament draws 
until they are removed from the Inactive Members List. 

C. A member will be removed from the Inactive Members List after they have participated in three (3) consecutive meetings and/or 
tournaments. 

D. Members on the Inactive Members List will not be included in the active members club roster to help maintain a 60% majority of 
boat owner members. 

 

Section 5: Expulsion of Members 
 

Members may be removed from the club in the following ways: 
 

A. Failure to pay yearly dues by the January monthly meeting. (The Executive Committee shall grant exception to this, 
when circumstances warrant). 

B. Any formal protest concerning activities or acts of a member that could lead to expulsion must first be submitted in writing to the 
Executive Committee who must call an emergency meeting to review the protest. Should the Executive Committee feel the charges 
warranted, it must be brought before the general membership in the next scheduled meeting and a general vote of expulsion taken. 
A vote of at least 3/4 of the members present is required for expulsion. 

C. Failure to show up for a scheduled tournament in which he is registered to fish shall be just cause for review by the Executive 
Committee, which could lead to expulsion. 

D. In the event a member should be removed or resign from the club, dues and tournament fees already paid are non-refundable. 
E. Failure of a member to participate in three consecutive events (meetings and/or tournaments) will be brought to the attention of the 

Executive Committee by the secretary to consider expulsion of said member. 
 

Section 6: Annual Year-End Banquet 

A. In order to receive an invitation to the year-end club subsidized banquet, which includes a member and one guest, a member will be 
required to fish in a minimum of five (5) tournaments. 

B. Other members can attend the annual banquet, but will be required to pay the per person cost associated with the banquet location. 
 

Article III - Officers, Elections, Vacancies, and Eligibility 
 

Section 1: Officers and Their Duties 
 

A. President - The President is the chief executive officer of the club. He shall preside over all club meetings and all other club 
functions except fishing tournaments. The president has signature approval of the club checking account. The President is 
responsible to appoint all non-elected committee chairmen by the December club meeting and notify the membership of the 
appointees. 

 
B. Vice-President and Program Chairman - The Vice-President and Program Chairman are responsible to assume the duties of the 

President in his absence. He is also responsible to assist the President as required and is responsible as chairman of the monthly 
club meeting programs. Such items as guest speakers, films, etc. fall into this realm. There shall be a minimum of 6 per year. He is 
allowed to spend $50.00 or more for programs with Executive Committee approval. He is also responsible for the welcoming of 
new members, being sure they receive a new membership packet and have an understanding of the bylaws, tournament rules, etc. 

 
C. Secretary - The secretary is responsible to carry out the following duties: 

 Maintain accurate minutes of all club meetings. 
 Maintain correspondence for the club as required. 
 Post notice as required for non-regular club events. 
 Maintain club bylaws and tournament rules and have copies available at club monthly meetings. Additional copies will be 

available for $1.00 apiece. 
 Keep records of all proposed bylaw and tournament rule changes. 
 Maintain a roll of members present at club meetings and tournaments. 
 Distribute club publications in a folder by the end of the January meeting such as Constitution, Bylaws, and Tournament 

Rules and a current membership list. 
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D. Treasurer - The treasurer is responsible to carry out the following duties: 

 Maintain accurate financial club records and report on them at each club meeting. 
 Manage all financial responsibilities of the club. 
 Has signature approval on club checking account, (along with the President’s signature). Dual signatures are required. 
 Prepare an annual report for presentation at the November meeting subject to approval by the Executive Committee. 

 
E. Tournament Chairman - The Tournament Chairman is responsible to carry out the following duties: 

 Propose a first-half six-month tournament schedule (November to April), including our first two-day tournament, by the 
November meeting for approval by the membership. Upon approval of said schedule, it will then be sent to the proper agency 
for application of necessary permits. 

 Propose a second-half six-month schedule (May to October), including our second two-day tournament, by the April meeting 
for approval by the membership. Upon approval of said schedule, it will then be sent to the proper agency for application of 
necessary permits. 

 A majority vote of the members present is required to approve the tournament locations at the November and April meetings. 
 Fishing sites voted in by the November and April meetings may be reviewed for change and voted on again no less than one 

(1) month prior to the tournament date.  A 100% vote of the members present (at the meeting the change is voted on) is 
required to change any tournament location.  The only exception to this is emergency cases where a tournament location may 
be deemed unsafe. In this case, the Tournament Chairman shall make the decision on an alternate tournament location.  This 
alternate tournament location will then be voted on by the board members.   

 Serve as chairman to the tournament committee and appoint four (4) committee members. 
 Organize and manage all club-fishing tournaments. 
 Serve as primary contact for all club relationships with others concerning fishing tournaments. 
 Maintain and endorse club tournament rules and regulations. 
 Administer club tournament awards and prizes. 
 Maintain a club record of all club tournament participants. 
 Interpretation of tournament rules is the responsibility of the tournament committee. 

 

F. The Executive Committee - The Executive Committee shall be composed of the following six (6) members: President, Vice- 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Tournament Chairman and a member at large. The committee shall have the power to make 
advisory decisions as required in all club matters. The Executive Committee shall audit the treasurer’s book no less than every six 
(6) months. Any interpretation as to the exact meaning of these bylaws as herein adopted shall be the exclusive responsibility of 
the majority of the Executive Committee. An estimate of any necessary legal fees will be obtained and approved by the Executive 
Committee before such obligation is incurred. The Executive Committee shall meet monthly on all club issues. 

 
 

Section 2: Non-Elected Posts 
 

The following appointed offices are to be maintained. Each officer may appoint a committee if required. 
 

G. Historian - (Appointed by President) this committee head shall keep accurate written records, which are to include all results of 
monthly club tournaments showing all pertinent information on how the top three attained their success. He shall also preserve the 
events of the club and its members. 

 
H. Safety Committee - (Appointed by President) this committee head shall be responsible to ensure that all boat equipment used in 

club sanctioned functions meet all safety requirements. Any violation is to be reported to the Executive Committee. 
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Section 3: Elections 

 

The election of club officers shall be accomplished as follows: 
 

A nominating committee shall be appointed in the August meeting to report and present a slate of candidates at the September meeting. 
Floor nominations are open until the point of vote. 
Nomination of candidates ..............August meeting  
Election of Officers........................September meeting 
Installation of officers....................November meeting 
The order of election shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Tournament Chairman, and a member-at-large. Elections 
shall be decided by a simple majority of those members present at the regular October meeting. All voting shall be by secret paper 
ballot, unless any officer is running unopposed. In this case, a simple majority hand vote by all members present is acceptable for 
election. The nominating committee shall run the election of new officers and supervise the vote counting. Elected officers are 
expected to attend all regular club meetings or events unless excused for reasonable cause. In the event of any office being vacated and 
not provided for in our bylaws, an election will be held to fill the vacancy at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

 
Section 4: Term of Office 

 

All elected officers shall serve from November installation to the next November, at which time the newly elected officers will assume 
their respected office. 

 

Section 5: Qualification for Office 
 

To qualify for any elected office a member must be: 
A. A member in good standing. 
B. A member for one calendar year. 
C. Exception to the above can be made by a two-thirds vote of the members present for any member showing the 

willingness and capability to hold a club officer position. 
 

Section 6: Eligibility to Vote 
Each member in good standing is entitled to one (1) vote. Proxy or absentee votes are not allowed. 

 
Article IV Club Meetings 

 
Section 1: Agenda for Monthly Meeting 

 

A. Club meetings shall be held on the second Wednesday of each month of the year. Any deviation shall be handled as a regular 
meeting and notification so distributed. Any deviation is to be authorized by the Executive Committee. 

B. Club meetings shall be conducted using “Robert’s Rules of Order” as the guideline. 
C. Each meeting will begin with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 

Article V Changes to this Document 
 

Changes to this document can only be made in the following manner: 
 

A. A bylaw committee shall be formed at the regular August meeting. This committee shall consist of no less than five 5-club 
members in good standing. Recommended amendments shall be discussed at the regular August meeting during the committee 
report. The proposed amendments to the bylaws will be voted on at the regular September meeting. A 2/3 affirmative vote of 
membership present at that meeting is necessary to carry on the ballot for considering changes to an amendment. The newly 
amended bylaws will go into effect starting with the November meeting. 

B. The bylaws and tournament rules can be changed at any regular meeting with 100% vote of attending  members. 
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Article VI Annual Fishing Schedule, Points and Awards 

 
Section 1: Annual Fishing Schedule 
 
The annual tournament schedule (tournament year) shall total twelve (12) monthly events consisting of ten (10) single day tournaments 
and two (2) 2-day tournaments. No 2-day tournament will be scheduled for the Mother’s Day holiday weekend. 

 
Section 2: Tournament Points 
 
Point awarding and record keeping concerning points are the responsibility of the Tournament Chairman. Points shall be calculated 
beginning with the November tournament and ending with the following October tournament. All fish entered into these contests must 
be caught while fishing in club-sponsored tournament. 

 
* A minimum of five (5) points shall be awarded to each member who fishes a monthly club tournament. 
The higher figure of the point total received for a tournament (as listed below) or the minimum award of five (5) points will be applied 
to each member’s year to date total calculation. 

 
Place Points Place Points Place Points Place Points 
First 50 Fourteenth 37 Twenty-seventh 24 Fortieth 11 
Second 49 Fifteenth 36 Twenty-eighth 23 Forty-first 10 
Third 48 Sixteenth 35 Twenty-ninth 22 Forty-second 9 
Fourth 47 Seventeenth 34 Thirtieth 21 Forty-third 8 
Fifth 46 Eighteenth 33 Thirty-first 20 Forty-fourth 7 
Sixth 45 Nineteenth 32 Thirty-second 19 Forty-fifth 6 
Seventh 44 Twentieth 31 Thirty-third 18 Forty-sixth 5 
Eighth 43 Twenty-first 30 Thirty-fourth 17 Forty-seventh 5 
Ninth 42 Twenty-second 29 Thirty-fifth 16 Forty-eighth 5 
Tenth 41 Twenty-third 28 Thirty-six 15 Forty-ninth 5 
Eleventh 40 Twenty-fourth 27 Thirty-seventh 14 Fiftieth 5 
Twelfth 39 Twenty-fifth 26 Thirty-eighth 13   

Thirteenth 38 Twenty-sixth 25 Thirty-ninth 12   

 
 
 

The top ten (10) tournament scores for each member are what will be used to calculate their year-end totals. The two (2) lowest 
tournament scores for each member will be dropped and not included in the total year to date calculations. 

 
* Five (5) bonus points shall be awarded to each member who fishes the entire twelve (12) tournaments scheduled in a year. 

 
* Five (5) bonus points shall be awarded to each member who attends a monthly club meeting. 
The total points for up to two (2) monthly meetings will be dropped, similarly to the tournament scoring totals. 
(This means that a maximum of 50 total meeting points can be awarded per angler for each tournament year) 
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Section 3: Year-end Awards 
 
To be eligible to receive any of the following monetary awards an angler must have fished in a minimum of (6) tournaments in the 
tournament year. 

 
A. The Award of “Angler of the Year” shall be made at an annual awards function and shall consist of a plaque so inscribed. Places 

will be awarded based on total points accumulated during the tournament year. In addition, the following cash awards will be 
made: 

First Place...........$500.00 and plaque 
Second Place..….$400.00 and plaque 
Third Place..........$300.00 and plaque 
Fourth Place……$200.00 and plaque 

 
B. An award is to be made at the annual awards function for the “Lunker of the Year” to the club member who has caught the largest 

bass of the year. The award shall consist of the following: 
 

1. A plaque to honor the accomplishment. 
 

2. A check in the amount of the total yearly lunker fees collected from club members during the current tournament year ($20.00 
per member, per year, lifetime or regular). This Grand Lunker Fund will be awarded to the member who weighs in the 
heaviest largemouth bass taken during a scheduled tournament in the tournament year.  Any fish submitted for this yearly 
award must be weighed alive during the tournament year.  No dead fish will qualify for this yearly award. 

 
3. The honorary title of “Lunker Master” to be bestowed for the period of one (1) year. The winner of this title is to make the 

presentation and confer the same title on his successor at the next annual awards meeting. 
 

C. Top ten anglers for the year receive recognition from the club. 
 

D. A plaque will be awarded to the member voted to have done the most outstanding work for the club during the year. This will 
be designated as the “Outstanding Sportsman Award”. 

 
E. A plaque and $100.00 will be awarded to the member weighing in the heaviest stringer during the regular tournament year. 

 
F. A plaque and $75.00 will be awarded to the member weighing in the heaviest stringer during the combined months of June, 

July and August for the special three (3) fish limit tournaments.  Only one award will be presented, not monthly. 
 
G. A plaque and $100.00 will be awarded to the member who releases the most fish alive during a tournament year. 

 
H. Non-boater places will be awarded based on total points accumulated during the tournament year.  In addition, the following 

cash awards will be made: 
 
   First Place Non-Boater……….$200.00 and plaque 
   Second Place Non-Boater……$100.00 and plaque 
 

 A non-boater is a fisherman that did not fish out of his own boat in any of the tournaments that year. If a non-boater qualifies 
for any of the first four “Angler of the Year” awards AND any of the first two non-boater awards, then that angler will 
qualify for BOTH overall and non-boater awards and will receive those awards respectively.
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TOURNAMENT RULES 

1. Participants and Eligibility - Participation in club tournaments will be open only to club members in good standing, whose dues, 
initiation fees, and tournament fees are paid. A former member that returns to the club will need to be voted back into the club by 
current membership if they have missed one year of not paying club dues. The drawing for partners will be held at the monthly 
meeting preceding each tournament. For 2-day events, a second drawing for partners will be made on the evening after the first 
tournament day. 

 
2. A Guest - is defined as a “Non-Club Member”. Guests may fish a tournament with a 2/3 affirmative vote of members present at the 

meeting preceding the tournament. Guests are not eligible for club prizes or awards. A limit of three (3) guests per boater, per year is 
set.  If a boater says they are using a guest spot, it counts against their guest spot limit regardless if that guest shows up or not.  In 
the event that a boater doesn’t draw a non-boater then they may bring a guest. Such circumstances will not count towards the yearly 
limit of three guests. 

 

3. Tournament Location – A six-month tournament schedule should be drawn up and voted on by the November meeting of the 
tournament year. A second six-month tournament schedule should be drawn up and voted on by the April meeting of the 
tournament year. (See Article III – E Tournament Chairman for details) 

  
4. Pre-Tournament Practice - Participants in club tournaments will be allowed to fish tournament waters at any time. 

 

5. Safety - Safe motoring conduct must be observed at all times by all participants. Each participant is required to use U.S. Coast 
Guard approved safety equipment. Each member must wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved safety vest of chest type life jacket when 
the boat is on plane during any tournament. All boats must be equipped with a kill switch to be used when the gas-powered engine 
is in operation. Participants will not be allowed to run the boat on plane during any tournament if the kill switch is not working 
properly. All participants boats must have the proper running lights on the bow and stern in order to leave during the tournament 
safe-light take off. If the proper lights are not working, or are non-existent, the participant may not leave the tournament take off 
area until after full sunrise. 

 
All participants boats may be randomly checked by the safety chairman for the above listed safety items before take-off at any 
tournament. The safety chairman will give ample time to all participants to supply the necessary items in working order before 
take-off. If the safety chairman finds that a participant does not have all the necessary and properly working safety items for a 
tournament, the safety chairman will alert the tournament director of the infractions before the tournament, and the penalties will 
be discussed with the participant at that time. 

 
6. Sportsmanship - Sportsmanship, courtesy, safety, and obedience of all speed and no wake signs are expected from each 

participant. 
 

7. Tackle and Equipment - Only artificial lures may be used. No “LIVE BAIT” or “PREPARED BAIT” will be permitted. 
However, pork or pork-type strips, rinds, etc. may be used. Only flipping sticks, casting, spinning, spin casting, or fly rods may be 
used. Reels are limited to open and closed face spinning, baitcasting (includes “flipping reels”) and fly reels. Only one rod may be 
used at a time. Other rigged rods may be in the boat for substitute purposes. Electronic depth finders, chart recorders, LCD 
recorders, and Forward-Facing Sonar are permitted. Position identification devices and communication devices are permitted. 

 
8. Live wells - During the months of May-September Catch & Release (.0702 per gallon of non-iodized salt) or 1/3 cup of non-

iodized salt per 5 gallons of live-well water is mandatory in each live well holding fish, and highly recommended for use all 
year to aid in the recovery of the fish's slime coat, or any fish saving formula similar to G-Juice. 

 
9. Boat and Motor - Fishing boats may be used that are 15 feet or more in length. Any motor may be used that is 35 horsepower or 

larger. A smaller additional gasoline or electric motor may be used to maneuver the boat while casting. However, “TROLLING” 
as a method of fishing is prohibited. No “BARGES” or similar cumbersome craft may be used. A contestant may use his own boat 
or motor or may rent either or both. Any non-boat member will pay any boat owner to help defray their costs - a minimum of 
$50.00 dollars per tournament day.  Example:  a one day tournament would be $50.00 to the boater, and a two-day tournament 
would be $50.00 per day to each respective boater ($100.00 in total for the weekend).  The non-boater must notify the boater 
prior to the launch of the tournament when he has to cancel. If no attempt is made then the non-boater must pay the $40.00. The 
boat used will belong to the member signing up for “BOAT USE”, his partner will be the member signing “NO BOAT”. In the 
event two “BOAT USE” members fish together due to unforeseen circumstances, boat used will be determined by mutual consent 
of the members concerned or “BOAT USE” members may fish alone. 
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10. Permitted Fishing Locations - Fishing is permitted any place on tournament waters. No boat shall be removed from tournament 
waters during designated fishing time except at Lake Headquarters. No fishing is permitted within 100 feet of another competitor’s 
anchored boat. If a competitor’s anchored boat is fishing in a canal, ditch, or river, competitors may fish on the opposite side of 
the bank. 

11. Lake Headquarters - Lake Headquarters shall be where boats are launched. All fishermen must start and end the tournament day 
at this point. The official weigh-in station shall also be at the boat launch or assigned weigh-in area. 

 
12. What Will Happen to Fish - All live fish brought to the scale by contestants will be released alive. The tournament director will 

determine which release sites may be deemed unsafe, shallow, or confined waters, and will let the tournament field know at the 
prior meeting how and where to release all live fish after weigh in.  Each angler/team will be responsible for returning their own fish 
back to the designated waters.  Any dead fish will be disposed of at the club’s discretion or to a charitable organization.   

 
13. Tournament Fishing Hours - Fishing hours will be safe daylight, as determined by the tournament director, until 3:00 PM for 

most monthly tournaments.  For the months of June, July and August, each angler will be only be allowed to weigh in three (3) 
total fish per tournament, and all weigh-ins will commence at 2:00 PM during these three months. 

 
Two-day tournaments will be safe daylight until 3:00 PM on Saturdays and from safe daylight until 2:00 PM on Sundays, or as 
state regulatory agencies deem necessary. 

 
The tournament director has the authority to designate one (1) tournament of the year as an afternoon start. Any tournament time 
changes must be made known to members no less than one month prior to the proposed time change. 

 
14. Late Penalty - Participants who are not in the official docking on time shall be penalized 1/2 pound for each minute they are late.  

Any tournament participant later than 30 minutes (or 15-pound penalty) to the weigh-in will not be eligible to weigh in their fish, 
and cannot count any fish towards the yearly live release total, but will still receive the 5 participation points for fishing that 
tournament. Boat and motor trouble and other problems will not be an excuse for tardiness. In no case shall a tardy contestant be 
allowed to make up lost time. Each contestant will be given ample time to proceed directly from the dock to the weigh-in station. 

 
15. Scoring - Scoring will be determined by the total weight of up to five (5) largemouth bass limit per day, unless seasonal 

restrictions and/or limit size restrictions are in effect (please refer to Rule #13 above for the June, July and August tournaments 
for each year).  Two (2) peacock bass may be weighed in as part of the total five (5) fish limit. Participants will be allowed to fish 
either day of a two-day tournament and receive appropriate points. Tournament winners will be determined by the total weight 
accumulated during tournament fishing. During the tournament, each participant must keep his fish in a separate live-well or be 
able to directly identify his fish from those of his partners. At no time shall any tournament participant have more than the State’s 
legal daily bag limit in their live-well(s) – (5 fish for one angler, 10 fish for 2 two anglers). Periodic checks by the officials will be 
made and any participant having more than the state’s legal limit in his possession shall have his fish culled down to the official 
limit. The largest fish shall be culled first. Each participant must present his own catch to the weigh-in station except in special 
situations such as boat and motor trouble or other problems. A board member should be notified of any issues in advance of the 
weigh-in.  A participant’s catch will not be weighed unless presented for weigh in water filled bag. After fish have been handed to 
weigh-in officials, no person except officials shall touch said fish. A bass will not be weighed or counted that is not at least 12 
inches in length as measured on a flat board with the mouth closed. As a penalty, any under-sized fish will be weighed separately 
and subtracted from the total approved weight. Any participant bringing more than the tournament limit five (5) fish to the weigh-
in station will have his fish culled down to the limit by the officials, and the largest fish will be culled as a penalty. The Angler 
will be assessed ¼ lb (.25 lb.) for each dead fish they weigh in. Per Florida State law, it is prohibited for a dead fish to be culled.  
Any dead fish in a tournament participants limit must be weighed in as part of the anglers limit for that tournament day.  Any fish 
presented for big fish of the tournament or Lunker of the Year must be alive at weigh-in to count for any daily or yearly awards.  Any 
dead large fish will still count towards the anglers tournament weight minus the applicable penalty stated above.  Any fish that appears 
mauled or mashed will be measured and credited only at the discretion of weigh-in officials. All legal sized fish caught during the 
tournament must be weighed in (up to the tournament limit).   
 

16. Ties - All ties shall result in participants sharing the highest position. The next lowest participant shall retain his original position. 
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17. Participant Pair Off – Two participants will be assigned to each boat. The pairing of boater and non-boater shall be by random 
draw. No two participants shall fish together two consecutive tournaments. The drawing for partners will be held at the monthly 
meeting preceding each tournament. For 2-day events, a second drawing for partners will be made on the evening after the first 
tournament day. Announcement of your fishing partner shall be made at least one evening prior to the tournament. Participants 
must advise a tournament committee member by the monthly meeting if they intend to fish that month’s tournament. It will be the 
responsibility of each boat partner to be at the departure dock on time for checkout. Partners shall meet at least 15 minutes before 
checkout time at the marina or assigned launch area. If participants are late or no show for checkout the tournament director will 
have participant explain reason at next monthly meeting. A participant must not allow any fish caught by him to be counted on the 
score of another participant. In such a case, both participants will be disqualified from this tournament. Any cancellation will have 
to be reported both to the committee and the fishing partner. In the case of a last-minute cancellation, emergency, or prior 
agreement, three men may fish out of one boat on a voluntary basis with the approval of the tournament chairman. A member may 
fish alone if his partner fails to show at the appointed time or if two “BOAT USE” members are drawn as partners. Boaters are to 
take into consideration fishing with their drawn partners as the number one consideration, after boat security.  If a boater does not 
go into two (2) tournament draws and shows up to fish two (2) tournaments without a non-boater member, the boater will not be 
able to fish without being put into every tournament draw for the rest of the tournament year.   
 

18. Cost of Tournament – 1-Day event: tournament fee will be $50.00 for each angler. Tournament fee is broken down to $5.00 
club maintenance; $8.00 goes to year end prize money, $30.00 monthly prize money and $7.00 for daily lunker to be paid out to 
the member catching the largest bass. 2-Day event: tournament fee will be $75.00 for each angler (full payment is due whether 
you fish one or two days of a two-day tournament.) Tournament fee is broken down to $5.00 club maintenance; $8.00 goes to year 
end prize money, $48.00 monthly prize money, $7.00 for day 1 lunker, and $7.00 for day 2 lunker. Tournament fees for each 
board member are as follows: 1- day is $40.00; 2-day is $60.00. All tournament fees should be paid and collected at the monthly 
meeting before each scheduled tournament or the day of the tournament. 

19. Departure – Participants leaving before weigh-in must notify the tournament committee, or in the case of an emergency, leave a 
note on the automobile of a remaining member. 

 
20. Awards – Tournament winners (1st through 3rd) will receive the following payouts: 

Tournament payback is less $3.00 club maintenance, less $5.00 year end prize money and daily lunker of $5.00 per angler. 
1st Place 50% of prize monies 
2nd Place 30% of prize monies 
3rd  Place 20% of prize monies 

 
21. Additional Rulings - The tournament chairman, his committee, and the executive board members present shall rule upon any 

situation not covered by these rules. Their decision shall be final for that situation. 
 

22. Rules Compliance - Any member that does not comply with the above tournament rules is subject to dismissal from the club 
based on the recommendation of the executive committee. 

 
23. Alcohol – No alcoholic beverages allowed on-board the boat by either boater or non-boater during tournament hours. This will be 

cause for disqualification from that tournament. 
 

24. Blastoff – All starts for club tournaments will be done in sequential order (no shotgun starts). The order of the start will be 
decided by random draw.  The person calling off the tournament boat start positions will call out the boat number and 
name of the boater.  If a boater leaves prior to their name or number being called, the following penalties will be assessed: 

 
- First offense, the boater will automatically be the last boat out in the next tournament that they fish. 
- Second offense, the boater will be assessed a two (2) pound penalty on that day’s tournament weight. 
- Third offense, the boater will be assessed a five (5) pound penalty on that day’s tournament weight. 
- Fourth offense and beyond, the boater will be disqualified from that tournament with no refund of entry fees. 

 
25. Compliance of Laws - All local and state laws shall apply to club tournaments. 
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Indemnification of Officers 
 
 

Every Officer of the EVERGLADES BASSMASTERS OF SOUTH FLORIDA (and the Officers as a group) shall 
be indemnified by the EVERGLADES BASSMASTERS OF SOUTH FLORIDA against all expenses and liabilities, 
including counsel fees (at all trial and appellate levels) reasonably incurred by or imposed upon such person or 
persons in connection with any claim, proceeding, litigation or settlement in which they may become involved by 
reason of being or having been a Officer of the EVERGLADES BASSMASTERS OF SOUTH FLORIDA. The 
foregoing provisions for indemnification shall apply whether or not such person is an Officer at the time such 
expenses are incurred. Notwithstanding the above, in instances where an Officer admits or is adjudged guilty by a 
court of competent jurisdiction of willful misfeasance or malfeasance in the performance of such person’s duties, 
the indemnification provisions shall not apply.  Otherwise, the foregoing rights to indemnification shall be in addition 
to and not exclusive of any and all rights of indemnification to which an Officer may be entitled, whether by statute 
or common law. No amendment which reduces or restricts the indemnity created herein may be adopted without the 
prior consent of each and every Officer (whether current or former) affected by such amendment. 

 
 
 
 
 
EVERGLADES BASSMASTERS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

 
The following have reviewed the revised Bylaws and Tournament Rules for the 2022-2023 tournament year: 

 
 

President – Joe Young     
 
 

Vice-President – Peter Ianniello      
 
 

Secretary – Dan Potts     
 
 

Treasurer – Joey Petruzzelli    
 
 

Tournament Director – Paul Walansky    


